
page 4 Lab Times 1-2007 Contents

News 
Genetically modified (GM) crops / Ethics of authorship ________________________________ 06
Politics and science / EU R&D expenditure 2005 / Open access petition ___________________ 08
Recently awarded / Live-prolonging Nobel awards / Scottish-Swedish stem cell alliance  ________ 10
UK crop research initiative / Bright white beetle ______________________________________ 12

Analysis
Genetic testing
European regulations, guidelines and scientific problems _______________________________ 14
(Not only) PhD Careers
The seventh EU research framework programme (FP7) -- part I ___________________________ 28
Interview
“We need to get that dynamism back.”
Neurobiologist Steven Rose talks about the social implications of modern brain research ________ 20

Opinion
Observations of The Owl (5): Cat-astrophy __________________________________________ 26

Journal Club 
Rehovot/Israel Chickpeas and the origin of human farming ____________________________ 32
Leuven/Belgium Banana diversity and proteomics __________________________________ 34
Copenhagen/Denmark Molecular Evolution, RNAs and compexity ______________________ 36

Publication Statistics 
Plant biology in Europe ________________________________________________________ 38
Don’t be misled by citation figures! (5): The Lucky Punch _______________________________ 41

Biobusiness
Parallel Trade
Free movement of pharmaceutical goods in the EU? An illusion!  _________________________ 42
New Series! The Bizarre World of Health Care (1): What price a drug? _____________________ 45
Close-up: Mediterranean Sundance in Spain
Protein purification specialist Biomedal (Sevilla) isn’t the typical sheep in the flock  ____________ 46
Biotechnology in Spain
Good news and bad news and, in addition, a small selection of Spanish biotech companies ______ 48
News and Opinion
Paper maker kicks out new CEO / Millions of euros for French biotech firms __________________ 50
A worldwide coffee retailer bans growth hormones / GlaxoSmithKline struggles with the BBC _____ 51

Service 
Methods
Bench philosophy (5): The secret desires of the men of methods __________________________ 52
Tips and tricks of the trade: Post processing of biological data with an open source programme ___ 54
Product Survey
Thermocyclers: Speed up the heat! _______________________________________________ 55
New products _______________________________________________________________ 60
Book Reviews
Sex, Drugs & DNA. Science’s Taboos Confronted. By Michael Stebbins ______________________ 61
Appointments / Calendar of Events _______________________________________________ 62

Humour 
Paul the Postdoc ____________________________________________________________ 06
Incredible Science (5): Dripping Pitch _____________________________________________ 25
One fine day in the lab (1): The Ransom Note _______________________________________ 15
Cartoon: Gene Royale (5) ______________________________________________________ 66

Imprint ___________________________________________________________________ 41

Legislation for genetic testing is weak across 
Europe; comprehensive guidelines are still 
lacking. Moreover, research results make reli-
able predictions ever more difficult. (p. 14)

Chickpeas and the origin of human farming is 
one of Shahal Abbo’s research topics in Re-
hovot, Israel. Another one includes cooperat-
ing with Palestinian scientists. (p. 32)

When it comes to biotechnology, Spain is 
dwarf-like – despite promising firms like Bio-
medal from Seville. Besides Biomedal, we in-
troduce six other young Spanish firms. (p. 46)

People who claim that they have invented a 
new method or improved an old one, are very 
often selling old wine in new skins. However, 
there’s always an exception to the rule. (p. 52)
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