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are able to travel safely around the city (something that was im-
possible in San Francisco), and the joys of grocery shopping can 
be kept to a minimum. The only problem aside from the brisk 
Scottish weather is understanding the local Scots’ broad Dundo-
nian accent. “At first, when speaking to a real Dundonian, I was 
lucky to understand 80%. However, I’m improving and both my 
kids are good with languages so they can translate” Inke’s time in 
Dundee has been fruitful; she is currently a Cancer Research UK 
Senior Fellow and Reader.

Working with clinicians
Scotland has one of the highest rates of colorectal cancer 

in the world, and Inke is able to collaborate with a local hospi-
tal where a comprehensive 
colorectal screening pro-
gram is ongoing, that can 
provide her with important 
tissue samples. Working di-
rectly with the clinic’s gas-
troenterologists, surgeons, 
oncologists and pathologists 
has helped her understand 
clinical aspects of the dis-
ease. “I’m learning a lot. Af-
ter having seen the clinic, I 
come away thinking about 
other issues with the dis-
ease, and what is required 
to improve the lives of the 
patients.  It has also taught 

me how important it is to link what we learn in the experimen-
tal systems in the lab to what happens in real tissue”. As recogni-
tion of her research in the field, in 2004 Inke received the pres-
tigious ASCB Women in Cell Biology Junior Award. This is partic-
ularly meaningful as it comes from female scientists. “We had to 
learn quickly that if we wanted to do the things that interested us 
then we couldn’t worry about what other people thought. That’s 
why the award meant a lot, because it said ‘you’ve done the right 
thing’”.                Jody Mason
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The newly discovered “violent criminal” gene was 
successfully used to create a transgenic mouse...


