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Biobusiness

Intellectual property rights

Worries
about China

If you can’t beat your enemy — confederate
with him. With over 70 percent of counter-
feit products worldwide originating in Chi-
na, the emerging Asian nation continues
to threaten Western economies with a vast
number of patent rights violations. To pro-
tect intellectual property rights (IPR), an
initiative for securing intellectual property
rights in China was launched in April by the
European Patent Office (EPO), its Chinese
counterpart (the Chinese State Intellectual
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Forgery and plagiarism can be perilous,
mainly in the medical sciences (pictured left
a genuine urological rectoscope and right,

a fake).
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Property Office, SIPO), the Chinese govern-
ment and the European Commission. The
resulting EU-China Project on the Protec-
tion of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR2)
has a budget of about €16 million.

One fact, however, raises questions.
Why is the EPO referring to the initiative’s
participants as “equal partners”, even
though the European Union will contrib-
ute €10.8 million to the effort and China
only €5.4 million?

UK: Early stage science funding

Money for
Application

MRC Technology, a British organisation
aiming to commercialise discoveries for the
UK Medical Research Council, has approved
a further €7.6 million of funding. This “pre-
seed” money will restock the existing Devel-
opment Gap Fund (DGF) that boosts “cut-
ting edge science [...] which could have a sig-
nificant impact on the health as well as the
competitiveness and growth of the UK econo-
my” at the earliest possible stage of technol-
ogy transfer. As the MRC claims, a typical
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award falls between €25,000 and 250,000
and is mainly intended to strengthen new
patent filings or to support the application
of patents from commercially interesting
ideas. The MRC comes to rapid decisions
(says the MRC).

Until now, the DGF has funded 51 ap-
plied research projects in biomedical re-
search. It is explicitly desired (but not re-
quired) to found a company afterwards.
More information on the programme at
www.mrctechnology.org.

Cancer Research UK breaks new ground

Charity aims high
A solution of striking simplicity? Or just
another desk-born crazy idea? The char-
ity Cancer Research UK (CRUK) is plan-
ning to launch a set of “crack teams” to
solve cancer’s most pressing scientific chal-
lenges. As the organisation announced in
a press release in May, these teams will be
composed of “hand-picked scientists” as
well as of pharmaceutical companies’ rep-
resentatives.

Cancer Research UK didn’t explain how
they want persuade dozens of “world lead-

Want to be part of a “crack team”?

The competitors at the “CRUK Race for Life”
at Knowsley Hall wanted some exercise — and
not to become team mates.

ing scientists, each a leader in his own dis-
cipline,” to dismiss their current activities
and to enter a British CRUK crack team.
CRUK also didn’t disclose the names of “the
world’s foremost pharmaceutical compa-
nies” that will be part of the game.

However, CRUK disclosed how they want
to achieve these “new treatments and diag-
nostic tools to help beat cancer” with alean
“half a million pounds [€0.6 million] over
a two-year period”.

The solution: CRUK “hopes [that]
each team will attract an industry part-
ner which will bring know-how and
further finance to the project”. Well,
hope springs eternal.

Striingmen to boost 4SC’s drug pipeline

Taking Norwegian
Refreshment
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Filling the pipeline with prospective cancer
drugs: The German biotech company 4SC has
acquired therapies from Nycomed.

The Martinsried (Germany)-based biotech
firm 4SC has acquired eight experimental
cancer therapeutics from Nycomed, a Nor-
wegian pharmaceutical company. 4SC will
pay €14 million for the property rights. One
of the cancer projects is in clinical phase I, the
others are preclinical. To finance the transac-
tion and further development of the drugs,
the Germans have raised additional funding
of €25 million, mostly from its largest single
shareholder, Santo Holding (a venture of the
Striingmann twins, former owners of gener-
ics producer Hexal). With lean revenues of
€1.4 million and a loss of more than €8 mil-
lion in 2007, 4SC is one of those young drug
developers with sparse amounts of cash (€17
million) and great hopes, dreaming of future
sales of €3 billion.

Sanofi-Aventis cuts 800 jobs

Lamentation
in France

It’s not great being a representative of Sanofi
on days like these. We recently heard through
the grapevine that the French drugmaker
wants to fire nearly a thousand employees
at its headquarters. Now the rumours have
been confirmed by the pharmaceutical com-
pany itself. About 800 sales representatives
have to go (that’s nearly one-third of Sanofi’s

domestic sales force). The laid off will be
in respectable (but sad) company. Several
drugmakers cut jobs radically this year,
including Merck, Johnson & Johnson
and Wyeth. What remains at Sa-

nofi-Aventis are 95,000 slightly

queasy staffers. -WK-
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