
page 52 Lab Times 6-2008 Biobusiness

ropean countries have started to work on a 
new, more logical structure and the man-
agement that this deserves. It is not hard to 
understand that wireless technology will 
have a great impact on reducing the cost 
of hospital stays and healthcare in general. 
There will be no more need for extended 
hospitalisations and never-ending queues 
at the doctor’s office, but a comfortable re-
turn home with the certainty that someone 
will be ready to help if you need it.

Well hidden in the Web
“We have already started a collabora-

tion with doctors in hospitals and private 
clinics,” continues Andreoni, “a lot of work 
still remains to be done, but I am optimis-
tically convinced that things are changing 
and will be ready to work well”. 

A major barrier for the young Italian 
company is the official approval that each 
device needs, before it can be used for med-
ical applications. Andreoni underlines that, 
“this is an excruciatingly long process that 
needs to be made easier.” 

Something else to do with SXT urgent-
ly needs to be made easier, too – and would 

be a bagatelle to obtain. At the moment, 
you don’t stand a chance of finding SXT 
with a Google search. Entering “SXT” links 
you to the Yohkoh Solar Observatory, to 
the Sixt Rent-a-car page and to a Wikipedia 

entry on the antibiotic sulfamethoxazole. 
But Lab Times can help. Just enter www.

sxt-telemed.it in your browser’s address bar, 
and you’ll get straight there.

The futuristic Campus Point is serving as the symbol of a new university research paradigm, 
bringing the university’s activities into contact with the public. Here, SXT was thrown together 
with other small companies that had arisen from basic research.
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New Blood is Rising   
A selection of biotech and medical engineering companies around Milan, mostly under five years old.

Lombardian biotech companies
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Alltox, a spin-off of Science Park 
Raf (Milan), was founded in 2003. Alltox 
provides testing on the in vitro prediction 
of allergic sensitisation, maintaining to 
provide the only test which is validated for 
the prediction of sensitisation.

Bio3 Research (Milan), founded in 
2001, develops drugs for cardiovascular 
disorders as well as skin and renal dis-
eases. In addition, the company works 
with research institutions and early-
stage companies to identify, patent and 
merchandise commercially promising 
projects. Lab Times featured the com-
pany’s founder and president, Francesco 
Paolo Pilato, in issue 2-2007. 

Bioxell (Milan), founded in 2002, 
develops drugs to treat urological and 
inflammatory disorders. The company is a 
spin-off from Roche and employs 58 peo-
ple. Bioxell’s lead compound is in Phase 

II clinical trials. In 2006, Bioxell listed its 
shares on the Swiss Exchange. 

Cell Therapeutics (Seattle/USA 
and Bresso/ITA), founded in 1998, is one 
of the rare examples of a successful Ital-
ian biotech company. The Italian subsidi-
ary was originally named Novuspharma 
and was taken over by Cell Therapeutics in 
2003 for about 180 million in stock. The 
company develops oncology products.

Clonit (Milan), founded in 1987, pro-
duces molecular biology diagnostics. 

CTG Pharma (Milano), founded in 
2004, is an early-stage pharmaceutical 
company that discovers new chemical en-
tities derived from established drugs.

Ktedogen (Milan) discovers novel 
microrganisms and the bioactive mol-
ecules they produce, with a focus on 

anti-infectives with novel structures and 
unprecedented mechanisms of actions. 

Leaf Bioscience (Milan), founded in 
2003, provides IT support, bioinformatic 
software development and consultancy to 
life science companies. 

Need Pharma (Milan), founded in 
2004, is engaged in the discovery and de-
velopment of novel anti-infective drugs.

Sekmed (Milan), founded in 2002, 
operates on immune system related dis-
orders. 

Sulfidris (Milan), founded in 2005, 
is a spin-off of Milan University focused 
on the R&D of new drugs for cancer.

Tethis (Milan), founded in 2004, is 
a nano-biotechnology company that de-
signs and sells nanoparticles.


