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We are still far from understanding the dy-
namic and molecular basis of speciation. But 
after a long period of stagnancy, new con-
cepts are arising. (p. 24)

Laurent Keller et al. don’t restrict themselves 
to ants. In some of their experiments, they 
can even see the evolution of cooperative be-
haviour in robots. (p. 30)

The optimisation of biomolecules by ran-
domised methods is a growing business. 
We visited Sloning Biotech near Munich and 
talked with the company’s founder. (p. 40)  

The oocyte of Xenopus laevis are used by 
many laboratories for electrophysiological 
recordings. Steven D. Buckingham provides 
some hints for their optimal use. (p. 44) 
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